PLUGS, JACKS AND CABLES
When audio, studio, RF equipment is hooked up it needs plugs (male), jacks (female), and cables (snakes).  The four most common at KPFZ:
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RCA Plugs and Jacks (used often for home equipment, we use these a lot at KPFZ, unbalanced)
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    Phone plugs or Quarter Inch Plugs (guitar players know these well, used for headphones, other uses, balanced or unbalanced)
[image: image3.png]


Stereo Mini plugs and jacks (used in ipods, smart phones, computers, unbalanced)
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Cannon or XLR plugs and jacks (professional, balanced and the right way to do it.  All our mics and hard-wired cables at the board are balanced with three connectors)
Balanced vs. Unbalanced: Home equipment is usually unbalanced.  Professional equipment is usually balanced.  Unbalanced uses only two connections.  Balanced uses three.  Unbalanced equipment can pick up noise from unwanted sources and is not the first choice at a radio station.  But sometimes, we have to.
